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Making a Boom with the Artillery! 

Despite the heat and a bad case of gout, I wouldn’t of made it if it weren’t for 

the O’Grady’s, and the rest of the Battery.  Plenty of Ice cold drinks and good 

friends to keep up moral! Sadly for the event I can not say the same.  This was 

probably the lowest spectator or, reenactor count I ever saw at an anniversary 

event.  

We got off some great shots on Saturday, and provided taxi service for many 

other Batteries. Was it worth it…….. I think so. There was plenty of good friends 

along with plenty incentive from Texas Roadhouse, and Cracker Barrel! Battery 

A If you need a man, and my boys aren’t going, you got me! 

Believe it or not that is Corptennant Tim O’Grady at the piece.  



 

 

 
 

During the period between 1855 and 1863 a quantity of the older 

muskets were converted from .69 caliber smoothbore to rifled 

muskets and fitted with rear sights.  A total of about 14,000 were 

done in federal arsenals and many thousands were done by gov-

ernment sub-contractors.  Thousands of flintlock muskets were 

also converted to percussion and some were rifled.  How many 

of you know that a company in Newark, New Jersey converted 

over 25,000 class one flintlock muskets to percussion. They cut 

off the breach end of the barrel and fitted a new percussion 

breech, removed the flintlock parts and fitted a new percussion 

hammer.  The company was Hewes and Phillips and was at the 

foot of Orange Street and MacCarter Highway; the building was 

still standing in 1974.  Muskets converted by them usually have 

H & P stamped on  

“Pumpkin Slingers” 

69 Caliber Muskets 

 

By John Rountree 



Original 69 caliber rifled muskets can be found at gun shows for 

far less than a good 58 caliber musket.  Most of these 69 caliber 

muskets were issued and used so expect to find them in that  

condition.  At the beginning of the Civil War the government had 

less than 100,000 .58 caliber rifled muskets and over half of 

those were in Southern Arsenals.  The natural thing was to issue 

the .69 caliber smoothbores stored in the Federal Arsenals.   For 

the reenactor the 69 caliber musket in both smoothbore and  

rifled version can be documented to almost every battle of the 

Civil War.   

The same principles described  in my booklet for the rifled .58 

muskets can be applied to the .69 altered muskets.  I do not rec-

ommend shooting these original converted rifled muskets since 

they were originally smoothbore and rifling grooves were cut in-

to the existing barrels making them thinner.  I may not recom-

mend it but I have shot originals in good condition for years.  

The converted rifle muskets took a .685 minie ball, which 

weighted over 730 grains and really kicked like a mule when 

loaded with the service charge. Live fire tests that we ran during 

the 1990’s proved that these converted rifle musket were very ac-

curate at 50 and 100 yards. 



Shooting the .69 caliber smoothbores can also be fun since they 

can be shot with a variety of loads.  They can be fired with a sin-

gle round ball; a single ball with three buckshot, buckshot, or 

used as a shotgun with birdshot.  This allows you to have fun 

with a wide range of loads.   My first shotgun shooting at clay 

birds was with an 1842 Springfield smoothbore.  I loaded it with 

70 grains of FFG and one ounce of number 7 ½ shot using toilet 

paper for wadding.  When I fired it I had little bits of toilet paper 

floating allover, but it worked well.  I just recently used an 1842 

smoothbore as a shotgun to get my Muzzleloading Instructors 

Certification and had a ball doing it. 

 

The N-SSA has matches for smoothbore muskets and more and 

more are being seen on the firing line.  I asked Al Asinari, of the 

69th New York, how he loads his .69 since he does very well in 

competition. Al uses a round ball wrapped in aluminum foil, 

dipped in his musket lube and 80 grains of FFG powder.  This is 

similar to the way we used to shoot smoothbore Brown Bess’s 

and Charlieville’s in the Brigade of the American Revolution us-

ing foil cartridges with the ball end dipped in bees wax. 



I served as a safety officer at the 119th N-SSA Nationals and was 

able to observe many of the smoothbore shooters using a naked 

round ball dipped in lube.  Some of them indicated that they 

roughed an undersize ball up with a rasp and this would hold 

more lube.  They also indicated they were using commercial 

Alox as a lube.  It was astonishing to see the small groups they 

were shooting at 25 and 50 yards with no rear sight.  

 

The question is why was the 69 caliber smoothbore musket con-

sidered to be very inaccurate if shooters in the N-SSA are prov-

ing that they are much more accurate than we ever thought. After 

researching I came to the following conclusions that first, the 

troops during the Civil War that were issued 69 caliber smooth-

bores never did any actual target practice. They were trained to 

load and fire and point in the general direction. It was thought at 

the time that the best use of the smoothbore musket was volley 

fire. It wasn't until after the Civil War that the military actually 

really started to have marksmanship training and target practice 

with rifled firearms. 

 

The second reason was that these muskets would foul quickly 

with black powder so the actual ball that was loaded in the paper 

cartridge was undersized which contributed greatly to inaccuracy.  

Present-day shooters are using a .678 round ball which is only 12 

thousandths under the .69 bore.  Civil War paper cartridges were 

loaded with a .65 round ball which is 40 thousands under the .69 

bore size so even with considerable fouling they would load but 

in reality they would bounce down a clean barrel but would get 

more accurate as the fouling built up.  Also not all .69 smooth-

bore muskets were a perfect .69 so the undersize .65 ball would 

fit any .69 musket on the field. 



Any of you having a .69 smoothbore that would like to shoot it 

live I would be happy to cast some .678 balls for you.  Shooting 

buckshot or birdshot in these muskets is also loads of fun. 

John Rountree  

With  

Miss New Jersey 

 



Camp Seating 

By Tim Rack 

 

Sometimes, when I look at our reenactor camps, I wonder what 

a real Civil War veteran would say if he walked through.  Would 

he start laughing at all the extra “stuff” we carry? Would he 

wonder at the huge number of newfangled chairs everyone is 

sitting on?  Or would he feel right at home? 

You’ll notice in the title I didn’t say camp chairs. This is because 

chairs were a much less common thing to sit on in camp com-

pared to other items. This is especially true while on campaign, 

as this extra weight could not and would not be transported.  

Officers, especially those of higher rank, were an exception as 

they had the means to transport their private camp gear.  A Civil 

War veteran looking at a typical reenactor camp would think 

everyone was an officer, or that there was a revival meeting go-

ing on!  There is also a preponderance of what are passed off as 

“authentic” Civil War chairs.  So let’s look at those “authentic” 

chairs and discuss some alternatives.  A more authentic look is 

relatively easy to achieve, is inexpensive, and will give a better 

portrayal of a typical CW soldier. 



The “Authentic” Chairs 

There are two common types of camp chairs used by reenactors 

and considered “authentic.”  The wooden slat folding chair and 

the two piece chair which slides together for transport.  

Both these chair designs are from the early 20th century, not the 

1860’s. This style of folding wooden chair is very popular among 

reenactors but nothing even remotely similar can be found in 

any period photographs.  The two piece slide together chair first 

appears in a 1930’s Boy Scout publication!  They are also made 

with lots of wood pieces and lots of fasteners. The slide together 

chair pictured has at least 28 screws holding it together (and 

probably Philips head screws as well). Screws and nails were cer-

tainly available at the time but added cost, so were used only 

where needed.  The two piece chair is also very heavy so cer-

tainly would not be transportable. So now that we know we’re 

probably using the wrong seating, what is period correct? 



The vast majority of men in a Civil War camp were privates and 

non-commissioned officers. These common troops certainly 

couldn’t carry chairs with them on the march, and probably 

couldn’t afford one anyway. So they made do with whatever was 

handy. Many period photos show soldiers sitting on the ground, 

on rocks, logs, and of course any boxes that may have been dis-

carded.  Numerous photos show men sitting on crates and box-

es, especially Hardtack boxes which, when stood on end, are 26 

inches high – a good height for sitting. For reenactors, boxes can 

double as seats in camp as well as to store gear. There are many 

example of discarded crates being turned into chests, camp 

desks, and other useful furniture. They are also easy to make, 

essentially being six pieces of wood nailed together.   



Stools and Benches 

The common stool, either made entirely of wood, or wood and 

fabric, can also be commonly seen in period photos.  These 

came in a wide variety of shapes and sizes: three legs, four legs, 

folding, rigid, short, tall (not bar stool tall), round legs, square 

legs, etc.  And these are easily transported by a reenactor as 

they don’t take up much space.   



Benches were also very common and easily built in camp by al-

most anyone with rudimentary woodworking skills.  Again there 

was no set size or shape with single seat benches up to long 

church pews being utilized (remember that famous picture of 

Grant leaning over a church pew pointing at a map?).  Again 

benches are easily made out of five pieces of inexpensive pine 

boards.   

Chairs 

Chairs also ran the gamut from simple homemade or camp 

made seats, to wood and fabric sling chairs, to more elaborate 

factory made folding chairs. Chairs were often “liberated” from 

nearby farms and plantations so could be very plain or very fan-

cy and upholstered. These chairs would probably not have been 

transported, but merely abandoned, or broken up for firewood 

Folding chairs were quite common during the CW, especially for 

officers.  They commonly had fabric seats and backs and folded 

flat for easier transport.  Some chairs were almost identical to 

“director’s chairs”, minus the metal lock mechanism found on 

modern versions. Others were similar to modern beach “sling” 

chairs, using cloth or carpeting material to create the siting por-

tion of the chairs.  Some had fancy curved legs while others 

were more simply made from straight wood.  Folding sections 

were normally riveted and after a few trips in the back of a wag-

on, were often beat up or damaged in some way. 



Common Folding Chair, probably factory 
produced 

Director style chair and bench  

“Director” style chair 



Becoming More Authentic 

So how do we start becoming more “seating authentic?” First 

take a look at the seating you’re currently using. Does it have 

metal hinges, Phillips style screws, and shiny coats of Polyure-

thane?  Is it one of the farb chairs I mentioned at the beginning 

of this article? If so, it’s time for a change.  Study period photo-

graphs. The Library of Congress has a huge collection of photos 

online.  Try searching for “camp” or “chair” and you’ll find a 

bunch. Hint: if you download the .tiff versions you can zoom in 

or magnify them a lot!  

If you’re a younger reenactor, go for the simpler seating. Civil 

War soldiers usually sat on just a ground cloth or gum blanket. If 

they could find something to sit on at all, it would most likely be 

an empty Army Bread box or a log. For those of us who are not 

quite as spry as we used to be (ok some of us were never spry!), 

let’s face it, we need something real to sit on.   

Can you get away with a simple stool or bench?  If your body will 

let you, these are easy to carry and are very authentic.  If you’re 

an officer, or need that back support, your basic wooden kitchen 

style chair is also period appropriate (don’t take one from your 

kitchen! Spouses tend to frown on that).  They’re a little more 

difficult to transport as they take up more space, but could easily 

have been borrowed from a nearby homestead.  If you want to 

get a little more elaborate, period style folding chairs are availa-

ble from a couple of different sutlers, can be built if you have 



some woodworking skills and tools. 

Flea markets and garage sales are great sources for period style 

chairs.  I found a period folding chair, very similar to the one pic-

tured above for $20 at a flea market and there are always kitch-

en style chairs available at a low cost.  EBay is another great 

source – my director style chair was about $40 including the 

shipping. I still need to remove the metal locking latch that’s not 

period correct, but otherwise it looks the same as ones in period 

photos. And don’t forget junk day or bulk trash day in your town, 

or nearby towns. I’ve saved two wooden stools and a hand-

made, wooden chair with a woven rush seat from the garbage 

truck.   

When you get it home, see how it’s put together. Replace any 

Philips type screws with old-style slotted head screws, or better 

yet remove the screws and glue it if possible (no one can tell you 

used Gorilla Glue). If it’s painted or varnished, use some paint 

stripper and a little elbow grease to see what’s underneath (I 

recommend Citri-Strip – nice orange smell, safer chemicals, and 

works great). You may be surprised at the beautiful wood under-

neath all that accumulated stuff.  Resist the temptation to polyu-

rethane it. Just rub the wood with some lemon oil, linseed oil, or 

other material that existed during the Civil War.  And don’t wor-

ry that it looks “too new.”  It was supposedly built during the 



during the time we’re reenacting, often in camp by soldiers who 

were carpenters before volunteering, or being drafted, so it 

would have been newly built. And if it gets a little beat up mov-

ing it from home to camp and back again, that’s ok too – it’s a 

camp chair!   

I hope I’ve given you some ideas to improve your impression and 

hope to see a lot more period correct seating around the camps. 

Captain Tim Rack 

1st NJ Light Artillery 



7th NJ Alums, Kate Bolcar and Gerard Cortese 
along with Jari Villanueva and Donald Heminitz 
teach the next generation of buglers, fifers 
and drummersat the 2016 National Civil War 
Field Music School at Fort McHenry.  



Reporting From Gettysburg 

By Bruce Form 

 

General Charles H.T. Collis’ House  

“Red Patch”  

 

When visiting the Gettysburg National Military Park and taking the Auto Tour, one 
travels along the set battle lines of each army.  The most convenient pathway on the tour 
takes the driver along Seminary Ridge, through the traffic light on Middle Street, to West 
Confederate Avenue which pretty much covers the entire Confederate line of battle that was 
set opposite the now famous Union “Fish Hook” battle line about a mile or so away.  Just as 
you drive (or motorcycle ride, bike ride, jog, or walk) on West Confederate Avenue you no-
tice there is a string of outstanding houses that occupy the left side of the road.  Each is a 
wonderful structure in its own right.  The last of these has a special significance for those of 
us interested in Civil War History.  It even has a name.  It is called “Red Patch”. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Patch was constructed after the Civil War by General Charles  H.T. Collis, commander  

of the 114 Pennsylvania Infantry also known as “Collis’ Zouaves” (3rd Corps, 1st Division in the 
Army of the Potomac, hence the “RED PATCH”), for a retreat for his wife Septima Levy Collis.  
Unlike many homes located on the battlefield, Red Patch is one that can be easily visited.  It 
has recently become a bed and breakfast and is owned by Salvatore and Gail Prezioso. With 
the upcoming Battle Anniversary weekend looming and the tourist (or the let’s go visit 
Gettysburg) season upon us it is a great time to take advantage of staying in this wonderful 
structure which has been preserved and maintained in a superior fashion. 



 

If your travels take you to Gettysburg contact Sal and Gail Prezioso about room availability.  

Be sure to contact them for information at 717-495-2046 or on line at  

redpatchbedandbreakfast.com.  



Close To 300 Civil War Veterans 

Interred Within Grounds of 

The Elmwood Cemetery In 

New Brunswick 

 

The Elmwood Cemetery, located at the base of Commercial Avenue in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, has close to 300 Civil War veterans buried within its  

park-like setting  

Noted among its interred Civil War veterans is Colonel Hugh Janeway of the 1st 
New Jersey Cavalry who was killed on April 5, 1865 at Amelia Springs, Virginia 
just a few days before General Lee’s surrender to General Grant.  Colonel Jane-
way’s grave was rededicated several years ago through the efforts of the Robert 
E. Lee Civil War Round Table.  

 

                                        

 

In addition to Colonel Janeway are Brevet Major General John McIntosh, Rear 
Admiral Charles H. Bell and Major John T. Hill, 12th NJ, and Brevet Colonel Jacob 
Jones Janeway, 14th NJ. 

A number of Civil War regiments from the tri-state area have men interred at 
Elmwood Cemetery.  The most numerous burials of these are the 28th NJ with 
33, 14th NJ with 30, 9th NJ with 18, 1st NJ Cavalry with 16 and the 1st NJ with 13.  
Civil War veterans from twenty-three additional regiments are also buried within 
Elmwood’s grounds. 

Directions are also available on the cemetery’s web site 
www.theelmwoodcwmetery.com. 



According to a recent mailing sent out by Elmwood Cemetery President, Kearney 
Kuhthau, there is a plan for guided tours of the cemetery scheduled for April 29, 
30 and May 1, 2014.  To receive a brochure on the Civil War Veterans buried in 
Elmwood Cemetery, or obtain information regarding the tours and directions to 
Elmwood Cemetery these can be obtained by emailing:  

elmwoodcemetery@verizon.net,  

or contacting Mr. Kuhthau directly at  

732-545-1445. 

Directions are also available on the cemetery’s web site 
www.theelmwoodcwmetery.com. 

By : Bruce Form 

mailto:elmwoodcemetery@verizon.net




Reporting from Gettysburg 

By Bruce Form 

 

For as long as the Gettysburg National Battlefield Park has existed, and even before that official designation, people from all over 
the country as well as people from outside the United Sates have been visiting this historic site.  As most visitors do they seek out 
the best way to tour the battlefield. Currently one of the best ways is a guided tour by a Licensed Battlefield Guide.  Some people 
choose to have other individuals like friends who are “Civil War buffs” take them around or even a Gettysburg resident who is 
knowledgeable about the battle and the battlefield and local history. 

Well imagine now that it is not 2016 but the year 1919.  The Great War has ended and you are a tourist visiting the town of 
Gettysburg to see the battlefield.  In asking around for someone to show you the battlefield a kindly resident recommends a local 
citizen.  He’s really good at giving tours, you are told so you seek him out ‘hanging out’ at the local Buick shop. You meet and he 
introduces himself as “Ed Plank, just a local farmer”.  You spend the day together and experience a full day of information, inter-
esting stories about the events of July 1-3, 1863, some hometown stories about the people in town, his family during the battle 
and you go on you way pleased with having been matched with this local farmer, and satisfied with your experience.  

This is quite a real happening for the day, back in 1919.  As a matter of fact there was a “local farmer” named Ed Plank who did 
take people around the battlefield back then.  And yes, he did introduce himself in a similar fashion when meeting new visitors to 
his hometown.  What most, almost everyone, who did encounter him did not realize is that this local farmer was not just a 
farmer but a former Major League Baseball pitcher known as “Gettysburg Eddie” Plank. 

 

 

 

For 17 years  (1901-1917), Eddie Plank was the dominant left hand pitcher in baseball. Until the likes of Warren Spawn and Steve 
Carlton, Gettysburg Eddie held the record of most wins by a southpaw with 326.  To this day he has the record for most shut out 
games pitched by a left-hander with 69. 

Eddie plank’s baseball career was a solid one.  He played for the Philadelphia Athletics (1901-1914), the St. Louis Terriers (1915) 
and the St Louis Browns (1916-1917). His Earned Run Average (ERA) was always good, having an ERA of 1.76 in 1909 and 1.79 in 
1917, his last year at age 42. His finishing pitching record of 326 wins and 194 losses earned him a career ERA of 2.35.  In the 
4495 innings he pitched he accrued 2246 strikeouts and only 1072 bases on balls.  Plank also finished with a career batting aver-
age of .206 with 41 home runs. 

Over the years Gettysburg Eddie quietly earned a reputation of a solid pitcher who calmly beat you.  Along with but under the 
shadow of baseball’s great pitchers of the day like Walter Johnson, Ed Walsh and Joe Wood, Eddie Plank made his mark in the 
baseball world.   



   

Retiring from the game after 1917 Eddie returned to his hometown of Gettysburg. He was still fit and always took good care of 
himself throughout his career.  He watched his money and made some good investments.  He spent his retirement in Gettysburg 
farming, operating a Buick dealership shop, and leading tours of the Gettysburg Battlefield (as he had done throughout his base-
ball career for fellow players).  Being a humble man, and not boasting of his success in baseball, it is likely that most visitors to 
the battlefield that he took on tours never knew that they were in the presence of one of baseball’s greatest pitchers.  

 

 

 

Gettysburg Eddie’s career was so much so that he entered the Major League Baseball Hall of Fame in the Class of 1946.  Inducted 
in that same class with Plank were Chicago Cubs double play legends, Joe Tinker, Johnny Evers and Frank Chance. 

Through his retirement Eddie Plank remained a popular Gettysburg resident.  He was married to Anna Myers in 1915 and they 
had one son, Edward Stewart Plank, Jr.  Eddie suffered a stroke on February 22, 1926 and died two days later.  Edward Stewart 
Plank, forever remembered as “Gettysburg Eddie”, is buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Gettysburg. 

 

Thank you to the following sources for the information contained in this article:  

The National Baseball Hall of Fame, Cooperstown, NY 

Deadball Stars of the American League, 2006 

The Baseball Almanac, 2014 





Picture Taken by Lori korczyk 

Contributed by Bruce Form 

       Seventh New Jersey Monument 

     Gettysburg Pennsylvania  


